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Of the many dramatic episodes of the American Revolution, perhaps none is more steeped in legend than the
Valley Forge winter. Paintings show Continentals huddled around campfires and Washington kneeling in the
frozen woods, praying for his army’s deliverance. To this day schoolchildren are taught that Valley Forge
was the “turning point of the Revolution”—the event that transformed a ragged group of soldiersinto a
fighting army. But was Valley Forge really the “crucible of victory” it has come to represent in American
history? Now, two hundred and twenty-five years later, Wayne Bodle has written the first comprehensive
history of the winter encampment of 1777—-78.

Thetraditional account portrays Valley Forge in the 1770s as a desolate wilderness far removed from
civilian society. Washington's army was forced to endure one of the coldest wintersin memory with
inadeguate food and supplies, despite appeals to the Continental Congress. When the mild weather of spring
finally arrived, the Prussian baron Friedrich von Steuben drilled the demoralized soldiersinto afirst-rate
army that would go on to stunning victories at Monmouth and, eventually, at Y orktown.

Bodle presents avery different picture of Valley Forge—one that revises both popular and scholarly
perceptions. Far from being set in a wilderness, the Continental Army’s quarters were deliberately located in
a settled area. And athough there was a provisions crisis, Washington overstated the case in order to secure
additional support. (A shrewd man, Washington mostly succeeded at keeping his army supplied with food,
clothing, and munitions. Farmers from the interior provided food that ensured that the army didn’t starve.)
Asfor Steuben’srolein training the soldiers, Bodle argues that it was not the decisive factor others have
seen in the army’ s later victories.

The freshness of Bodle' s approach is that he offers a complete picture of events both inside and outside the
camp boundaries. We see what happens when two armies descend on a diverse and divided community.
Anything but stoically passive, the Continentals were effective agents on their own behalf and were actively
engaged with their civilian hosts and British foes. The Valley Forge Winter is an example of the “ new
military history” at its best—a history that puts war back into its social context.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Floyd:

People livein this new day of lifestyle awaystry and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
yes. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely
The Valey Forge Winter: Civilians and Soldiersin War.

LupeWare:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Valley Forge Winter: Civilians and
Soldiersin War, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to missit? What kind
of hang typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Myrta Bundy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Valley Forge Winter:
Civilians and Soldiersin War that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by ssimply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Valley Forge Winter: Civilians and Soldiersin
War become your current starter.

Christopher Melendez:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication The Valley Forge Winter: Civilians and Soldiersin War wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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