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Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography explores the puzzling phenomenon of
celibate marriage as depicted in the lives of three couples who achieved sainthood. Marriage without
intercourse appears to have no purpose, especially in Christian antiquity, yet these three tales were copied for
centuries. What messages were they promoting? What did it mean to be a virgin husband and a virgin wife?
Including full translations, this volume sets each life in its historical context, and by examining their
individual and shared themes, the book shows that the tension raised by pitting marriage against celibacy is
constantly debated. It also highlights the ingenuity of Byzantine hagiographers as they attempted to reconcile
this curious paradox. This book addresses a gap in late Antique and Byzantine hagiographic studies where
primary sources and interpretative material are very rarely presented in the same volume. By providing a
variety of contexts to the material a much more comprehensive, revealing and holistic picture of celibate
marriage emerges.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and
Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion
and Episteme.

Ronald Fowler:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and
Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme, you may tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Samuel Hamby:

Why? Because this Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints
Julian and Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Mitchell Smith:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with



can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be go through. Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian
and Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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