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During the era of the American Revolution and long after, the name Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson was well
known in Philadelphia, recognized as belonging to one of British North America’s most illustrious women of
letters. One admirer dubbed her "the most learned woman in America." In this, the first full-length biography
of Fergusson, Anne M. Ousterhout brilliantly captures the life and times of America’s first great female
savant.

Born in 1737 to a wealthy family, Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson excelled from an early age. Although women
in her day were denied higher education, Fergusson read widely, educating herself in literature, history, and
languages, even reading classical literature in the original tongues, an unusual ability for a colonial woman.
She wrote prolifically—often until midnight or later, spending but a few hours sleeping—and published her
poetry. Her journals of a trip to England and Scotland circulated widely among admiring Philadelphians.
During the 1770s she hosted a Saturday evening salon at her home that was unrivaled in the colonies for its
brilliance.

Yet despite her achievements, Fergusson’s life was fraught with financial woes, bad romances, and
treasonous plots that hounded her throughout her life. After her father forbade her marriage to Benjamin
Franklin’s illegitimate son, she secretly married Henry Hugh Fergusson, a British Loyalist who left her
before the Revolution. Henry’s actions, together with Elizabeth’s own political indiscretions, earned her
potent enemies, leading to the confiscation of her family estate, Graeme Park. Although she eventually
succeeded in reclaiming her property, her reputation was tarnished in the process. Her efforts to justify her
actions were tireless, alienating friends and making the last fifteen years of her life miserable.

The Most Learned Woman in America masterfully narrates Fergusson’s efforts to live an appropriately
genteel life, even as she struggled against the limits that her society placed on its women. In the process, we
can begin to understand the conflicts—internal and external—that women of the Revolutionary generation
faced.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson as your daily resource information.

Cynthia Sharma:

The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Joseph Gee:

Beside that The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book
but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Cynthia Cisneros:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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