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We think of the Hebrew Bible as the Book--and yet it was produced by alargely nonliterate culture in which
writing, editing, copying, interpretation, and public reading were the work of a professional elite. The scribes
of ancient Israel are indeed the main figures behind the Hebrew Bible, and in this book Karel van der Toorn
tells their story for the first time. His book considers the Bible in very specific historical terms, as the output
of the scribal workshop of the Second Temple active in the period 500-200 BCE. Drawing comparisons with
the scribal practices of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, van der Toorn clearly details the methods, the
assumptions, and the material means of production that gave rise to biblical texts; then he brings his
observations to bear on two important texts, Deuteronomy and Jeremiah.

Traditionally seen as the copycats of antiquity, the scribes emerge here as the literate elite who held the key
to the production as well as the transmission of texts. Van der Toorn's account of scribal culture opens a new
perspective on the origins of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how the individual books of the Bible and the
authors associated with them were products of the social and intellectual world of the scribes. By taking us
inside that world, this book yields a new and arresting appreciation of the Hebrew Scriptures.
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From reader reviews:
Barry Upshaw:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew Bible why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Terry Tatum:

Y ou can find this Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew Bible by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

SergioTerry:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew
Bible was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Scribal Culture and the
Making of the Hebrew Bible has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading this.

James Martin:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the
world. By book Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew Bible we can consider more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Scribal Culture and the
Making of the Hebrew Bible. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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