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This exciting new study investigates links between avant-garde art and the aesthetics of crime in order to
bridge the gap between high modernism and mass culture, as emblematized by tabloid reports of unsolved
crimes. Throughout Jean-Michel Rabate is concerned with two key questions: what is it that we enjoy when
we read murder stories? and what has modern art to say about murder? Indeed, Rabate compels us to
consider whether art itself is a form of murder. … The book begins with Marcel Duchamp’s fascination for
trivia and found objects conjoined with his iconoclasm as an anti-artist. The visual parallels between the
naked woman at the centre of his final work, ‘Etant Donnés’, and a young woman who had been murdered in
Los Angeles in January 1947, provides the specific point of departure. Steven Hodel’s recent book has
thrown new light on what was called the 'Black Dahlia' murder by pointing to one of Duchamp’s friends,
Man Ray, who, according to Hodel, was the murderer’s inspirator. This putative involvement recalls Walter
Benjamin’s description of Eugene Atget’s famous photographs of deserted Paris streets as presenting ‘the
scene of the crime’. Indeed, this phrase was used as the title for Ralph Roff’s 1997 exhibition, which implied
that modern art is indissociable from forensic gaze and a detective’s outlook, a view first advanced by Edgar
Allan Poe who invoked both criminal detection and manuscript studies in his 1846 essay ‘Philosophy of
Composition’. Arguing that Poe’s fanciful account of the genesis of his story ‘The Raven’ can be
superimposed onto his deft solving of murders like that of the ‘Rue Morgue’ or of Marie Roget, the author
goes on to suggest that Poe’s aesthetic parallels Thomas De Quincey’s contemporaneous essay ‘Of Murder
Considered as one of the Fine Arts’.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Given: 1° Art  2°
Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass Culture (Critical Inventions). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Joseph Lunsford:

This Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass Culture (Critical Inventions) book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass Culture
(Critical Inventions) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass
Culture (Critical Inventions) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity,
Murder and Mass Culture (Critical Inventions) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bonnie Wilson:

The book with title Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass Culture (Critical Inventions) has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Karen Bergeron:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This guide Given: 1° Art  2° Crime: Modernity, Murder and Mass Culture (Critical Inventions) was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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