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This study traces women's political activism and state formation in Uruguay during the first three decades of
the twentieth century, highlighting the connections and the dial ogues between these two processes.

Prior to the military dictatorship of the 1970s, Uruguay's political and social policies were considered a
model for other Latin American countries to emulate. In addition to being an ideal demacracy, it formulated
the region's most advanced welfare state under José Batlle y Orddfiez, president from 1903-1907 and 1911-
1915, and a dominant political figure until his death in 1929. Uruguay had an excellent social security system
and became the first Latin American nation to legislate the eight-hour day and guarantee health care to the
poor. Women gained access to divorce, higher education, social services, and the vote.

Making use of archival material, personal correspondence, and interviews, Ehrick's study demonstrates that
feminism in early twentieth-century Uruguay was local, plural, and partisan. The author reconstructs the
genealogy of feminist activism in Uruguay. While feminist ideas may have originated in Europe or North
America, they spread quickly to be embraced into a variety of Uruguayan circumstances and traditions, far
beyond the middle class elite. Ehrick includes movements that crossed the political spectrum, encompassing
working class activists and conservative Catholics as well as middle-class feminists.

The Shield of the Weak is a significant contribution to the discussions about feminism, gender, and the
welfare state aswell as a useful account of a neglected instance of political reform in South America.

The Shield of the Weak topics include:

Women and Poaliticsin The Model Country

The Nineteenth-Century Roots of Batllismo and Feminismo

State Building and Women's Organizing, 1880s-1915

Gender, Class, and the Palitics of Compensation, 1910-1933

Education, Social Assistance, and the State Liberal Feminism, 1916-1932: Class, Party, and Personal
Rivaries

The Catholic Ladies League After Batlle, 1916-1932

Sociaists and Communists, 1916-1932
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From reader reviews:
Robert Qualls:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their habby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in Uruguay,
1903-1933.

Carol Ray:

The book The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in Uruguay, 1903-1933 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading abook The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in Uruguay, 1903-1933 being your habit,
you can get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Shield of the Weak:
Feminism and the State in Uruguay, 1903-1933. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopediaor other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer Wither spoon:

The book The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in Uruguay, 1903-1933 has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michelle M orrow:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but additionally novel and The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in
Uruguay, 1903-1933 or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
abook, you feel desireto read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Shield of the Weak: Feminism and the State in Uruguay, 1903-1933 to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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