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As the roaring twenties turned into the depressed thirties, southern farmers, far removed from the
urban prosperity Americans had enjoyed during the 1920s heyday, found already difficult farming
conditions greatly intensified by the onset of the Great Depression. Agricultural incompetence
plagued the rural South through the misuse of land, depletion of natural resources, and a system
of single-crop farming that failed to adequately provide for growing families on small farms, especially
in the cotton-producing Southeast. Poverty and desperation came to define the farming
communities of the rural South, both in reality and in Americans’ collective conscious.
In The Farm Security Administration and Rural Rehabilitation in the South, Charles Kenneth
Roberts traces the administrative and political history of the Farm Security Administration
(FSA) and reconciles the administration’s goals with Franklin D. Roosevelt’s overall vision for the
New Deal. Roberts takes a grassroots approach to dissecting the FSA’s history. While other studies
have focused on FSA photography or community building, or even policy making in terms of
top-down government directives, Roberts focuses on the people and state governments who faced
an immediate need to aid southern farmers within their own borders and to boost their states’
crumbling agricultural economic bases. Roberts focuses on rural rehabilitation as a key aspect of
the FSA and defines the agency’s legacy not in terms of its failures but rather in terms of an idealistic
program whose modest successes were ultimately too few to effect real change for southern
farmers.

Though Roosevelt failed to adequately recognize the plight of the southern farmer and political
infighting hindered many of the administration’s goals, the creation of the FSA stands as one of
the first efforts to provide sustained relief to struggling southern farmers. In light of other federal
programs of the era, the FSA may seem like a mere footnote to the New Deal outside of its small
but revered photography program. But, as Roberts shows, the FSA’s legacy has endured to the
present day.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book The Farm Security Administration and Rural Rehabilitation in the
South had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Farm Security Administration and Rural
Rehabilitation in the South is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Farm Security Administration and Rural Rehabilitation in the South. You never
truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Steve Duran:

The book The Farm Security Administration and Rural Rehabilitation in the South will bring someone to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Farm Security Administration
and Rural Rehabilitation in the South is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Carol Wells:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Farm Security Administration and
Rural Rehabilitation in the South is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lorraine Michael:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Farm Security Administration and Rural Rehabilitation in the South can
make you experience more interested to read.
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