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Wallace Stegner called South Pass “one of the most deceptive and impressive places in the West.” Nowhere
can travelers cross the Rockies so easily as through this high, treeless valley in Wyoming immediately south
of the Wind River Mountains. South Pass has received much attention in lore and memory but attracted no
serious book-length study—until now. In this narrative, award-winning author Will Bagley explains the
significance of South Pass to the nation’s history and to the development of the American West.

Fur traders first saw South Pass in 1812. From the early 1840s until the completion of the Union Pacific and
Central Pacific Railroads almost forty years later, emigrants on the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails
used South Pass in transforming the American West in a single generation. Bagley traces the peopling of the
region by the earliest inhabitants and adventurers, including Indian peoples, trappers and fur traders,
missionaries, and government-commissioned explorers. Later, California gold rushers, Latter-day Saints, and
families seeking new lives went through this singular gap in the Rockies. Without South Pass, overland
wagons beginning their journey far to the east along the Missouri River could not have reached their
destinations in a single season, and western settlement might have been delayed for decades.

The story of South Pass offers a rich history. The Overland Stage, Pony Express, and first transcontinental
telegraph all came through the region. Nearly a century later, President Dwight D. Eisenhower designated
South Pass as one of America’s first National Historic Landmarks. An American place so rich in historical
significance, Bagley argues, deserves the best of historical preservation efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that South Pass: Gateway to a Continent to
read.

Herman Pruitt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this South Pass: Gateway to a Continent
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty South Pass: Gateway to a
Continent as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Pam Boyd:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book South Pass: Gateway to a Continent was colorful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book South Pass: Gateway to a Continent has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.

Randall Wilmes:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the South Pass: Gateway to a Continent when you essential it?
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