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Buddhist images are ubiquitous in Japan, yet they are rarely accorded much attention in studies of Buddhist
monastic traditions. Scholars of religion tend to regard Buddhist images as mere symbols or representations
of religious ideals, commemorations of saints and patriarchs, ancillary aids to meditative practice, or the
focus of lay piety. Art historians approach these images as works of art suitable for stylistic and iconographic
analysis. Yet neither of these groups of scholars has adequately appreciated the centrality and significance of
images and image worship in Japanese monastic practice.

The essays in this volume focus on the historical, institutional, and ritual context of a number of Japanese
Buddhist paintings, sculptures, calligraphies, and relics—some celebrated, others long overlooked. Robert H.
Sharf’s introduction examines the reasons for the marginalization of images by modern Buddhist apologists
and Western scholars alike, tackling the thorny question of whether Buddhists were in fact idolators.

The essays by Paul Groner and Karen Brock document and explicate the crucial role that sacred images
played in the lives of two eminent medieval clerics, Eison and Myoe. James Dobbins looks at Shin
representations of Shinran, founder of the Shin school of Pure Land Buddhism, and finds that early Shin
piety was centered as much on Shinran and his images as on the Buddha Amida himself. Robert H. Sharf’s
essay on the use of Tantric mandalas reveals that, contrary to received opinion, such mandalas were not used
as aids to ritual visualization but rather as vivified entities whose presence ensured the efficacy of the rite.

In each case, the authors find that the images were treated, by elite monks and unlettered laypersons alike, as
living presences with considerable apotropaic and salvific power, and that Japanese Buddhist monastic life
was centered around the management and veneration of these numinous beings.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian
Religions and Cultures) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons
in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and
Cultures). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Terry Kline:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in
Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ryan Maggard:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Living Images: Japanese
Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Living Images:
Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) become your personal starter.

Josefina Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) can make



you feel more interested to read.
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