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Winner of the American Academy for Jewish Research Salo W. Baron Prizefor the best first book in
Jewish Studiesfor the year 2002 (2002)

ChaeRan Freeze explores the impact of various forces on marriage and divorce among Jews in 19th-century
Russia. Challenging romantic views of the Jewish family in the shtetl, she shows that divorce rates among
Russian Jews in the first half of the century were astronomical compared to the non-Jewish population. Even
more surprising is her conclusion that these divorce rates tended to drop later in the century, in contrast to the
rising pattern among popul ations undergoing modernization.

Freeze also studies the growing involvement of the Tsarist state. This occurred partly at the behest of Jewish
women contesting patriarchy and parental power and partly because the government felt that Jewish families
were in complete anarchy and in need of order and regulation. Extensive research in newly-declassified
collections from twelve archives in Russia, Ukraine, and Lithuania enables Freeze to reconstruct Jewish
patterns of marriage and divorce and to analyze the often conflicting interests of Jewish husbands and wives,
rabbinic authorities, and the Russian state. Balancing archival resources with memoirs and printed sourcesin
Hebrew, Yiddish, and Russian, she offers atantalizing glimpse of the desires and travails of Jewish spouses,
showing how individual life histories reflect the impact of modernization on Jewish matchmaking, gender
relations, the "emancipation” of Jewish women, and the incursion of the Tsarist state into the lives of
ordinary Jews.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Cunningham:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. We al know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Jewish Marriage and Divorcein

Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish
Women) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Rodney Sierra:

This Jewish Marriage and Divorce in Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Jewish Marriage and Divorcein
Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish
Women) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | meanin the e-
book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication isthe
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you actualy. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with
knowledge.

David Barr:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Jewish Marriage and Divorcein Imperial Russia (The Tauber
Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women) was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Royce Britton:

Someindividuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Jewish Marriage and Divorcein
Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish
Women) to make your reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when you like



reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especialy. It isto be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book Jewish Marriage and Divorce in Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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