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In Health Care in America, historian John C. Burnham describes changes over four centuries of medicine
and public health in America. Beginning with seventeenth-century concerns over personal and neighborhood
illnesses, Burnham concludes with the arrival of a new epoch in American medicine and health care at the
turn of the twenty-first century.

From the 1600s through the 1990s, Americans turned to a variety of healers, practices, and institutions in
their efforts to prevent and survive epidemics of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, influenza, polio, and AIDS.
Health care workers in all periods attended births and deaths and cared for people who had injuries,
disabilities, and chronic diseases.

Drawing on primary sources, classic scholarship, and a vast body of recent literature in the history of
medicine and public health, Burnham finds that traditional healing, care, and medicine dominated the United
States until the late nineteenth century, when antiseptic/aseptic surgery and germ theory initiated an
intellectual, social, and technical transformation. He divides the age of modern medicine into several eras:
physiological medicine (1910s–1930s), antibiotics (1930s–1950s), technology (1950s–1960s), environmental
medicine (1970s–1980s), and, beginning around 1990, genetic medicine. The cumulating developments in
each era led to today’s radically altered doctor-patient relationship and the insistent questions that swirl
around the financial cost of health care.

Burnham’s sweeping narrative makes sense of medical practice, medical research, and human frailties and
foibles, opening the door to a new understanding of our current concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Health Care in America
book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Deborah Tate:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Health Care in America is simple
bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rose Villegas:

You will get this Health Care in America by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Nelson Gendron:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Health Care in America was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Health Care in America has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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