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Sumatra was a great island of mystery to travellers. The first South-East Asian landfall of sailors from the
West since Roman times, it was known as 'Gold Land' before Java and the other Indonesian islands had
become known at all outside eastern Asia. Even if nobody in Europe believed Marco Polo's account of
people-eaters he encountered there, he made thee island known before any other part of the region. Yet,
while Sumatra's coasts exported pepper, gold, and camphor to the world, its heart remained unknown,
peopled by savage cannibals or by glittering empires, depending on the point of view. Each time an interpid
European travelled over the mountains to the highland plateaus of the Batak and Minangkabau, from the
Portuguese Mendes Pinto to the Englishmen Raffles, Burton, and Ward, they believed they were discovering
a Shangri-la of unknown civilization. This volume presents the most dramatic accounts of these adventures
of many lands. They range from Marco Polo and an even earlier Arab merchant, Sulayman, to an Italian who
helped start a Batak messianic movement by announcing himself as an emissary of 'the king of Rome' (Raja
Rum), and the Japanese and British observers of Sumatra's paroxysm of war and revolution in 1945. Taken
together they represent an unprecedented journey through Sumatran history through the eyes of outsiders
who were often the sold recorders of the island's upheavals. Many of the accounts have been translated into
English here for the first time. Professor Anthony Reid has set each of these accounts in its context, and
written an introduction to the history of this fascinating and beautiful island.
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require
this Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks).

Joseph Sutton:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Witnesses to
Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology
(Oxford in Asia Paperbacks)is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Billie Brown:

The actual book Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Witnesses to
Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Zachary Connors:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers'
Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you may pick Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in
Asia Paperbacks) become your starter.
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