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In The Paradox of Prosperity, Laura Cruz explores the world of the book trades as it was constructed in
Leiden in the decades after the Revolt against Spanish rule. She traces the migration of printers from the
Southern Netherlands to Leiden and observes how they congregated within the city and sought contracts with
the city's new university. But this is only the beginning of a multifaceted analysis of the development of a
market-driven industry that eventually is organized under the protective umbrella of a guild. And this guild,
in turn, is something other than the traditional guilds of medieval origins. Rather than a bulwark against
market forces, the guild of the printers was an instrument to exercise market power. This book offers a fresh
look at the role of an institution that is often dismissed, even in the early modern period, as a relic of an
earlier time. Leiden's book trade was unique, exhibiting a specific quality that calls for a specific
explanation. Laura Cruz addresses this historical specificity, but goes a step further. Leiden publishing
emerged as an industry with a European scope and with national and international competitors.
Distinguishing the particular from the general and the accidental or providential from the systematic forces at
play within early modern European society is an historian's duty, but one that is often neglected. Savoring
the particular is often thought to be enough, indeed, to be the only real purpose of history. Laura Cruz goes
further, harnessing her rich historical material to the methods of economic and social history. From this
vantage point, she addresses questions that give new insights to the culture of the young Republic that are
based not only on the thoughts and dreams of individuals, but also on the behavior and aspirations of groups
and the constraints and opportunities presented by institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the
Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe.

Cesar Smith:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild
and the Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Paradox of Prosperity: The
Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Edwin Ball:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do that. You
must know how great and important the book The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and
the Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe. All type of book is it possible to see on many options.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Lisa Westra:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Paradox of
Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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