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For twenty-six years, the FBI devoted countless hours of staff time and thousands of U.S. taxpayer dollars to
the surveillance of an American citizen named Bernard Gordon. Given the lavish use of resources, one might
assume this man was a threat to national security or perhaps a kingpin of organized crime - not a Hollywood
screenwriter whose most subversive act was joining the Communist Party during the 1940s when we were
allied with the USSR in a war against Germany. For this honest act of political dissent, Gordon came to be
investigated by the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1952, blacklisted by the Hollywood film
industry, and tailed by the FBI for over two decades.In "The Gordon File", Bernard Gordon tells the
compelling, cautionary story of his life under Bureau surveillance. Drawing on his FBI file of over 300
pages, which he obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, he traces how the Bureau followed him
from Hollywood to Mexico, Paris, London, Rome, and even aboard a Dutch freighter as he created an
unusually successful, albeit uncredited, career as a screenwriter and producer during the blacklist
years.Comparing his actual activities during that time to records in the file, he pointedly and often
humorously underscores how often the FBI got it wrong, from the smallest details of his life to the main fact
of his not being a threat to national security. Most important, Gordon links his personal experience to the
headlines of today, when the FBI is again assuming broad powers to monitor political dissidents it deems a
threat to the nation. "Is it possible," he asks, "that books like this will help to move our investigative agencies
from the job of blackmailing those who are critical of our imperfect democracy to arresting those who are
truly out to destroy us?"
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Kester:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Gordon File: A Screenwriter Recalls Twenty
Years of FBI Surveillance. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book The Gordon File: A Screenwriter Recalls Twenty Years of FBI
Surveillance. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's read.

Diana Rush:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Gordon File: A Screenwriter
Recalls Twenty Years of FBI Surveillance will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
ideal book with you?

John Tammaro:

The Gordon File: A Screenwriter Recalls Twenty Years of FBI Surveillance can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Gordon File: A Screenwriter Recalls Twenty Years of FBI
Surveillance nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Eric Sanders:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Gordon File: A Screenwriter
Recalls Twenty Years of FBI Surveillance can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
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