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In his eye-opening new book, author Fumon Tanaka uses the life and accomplishments of sword master
Miyamoto Musashi to look at the history of swords and sword fighting, and to discuss their role in Japanese
history and in the development of traditional Japanese martial arts systems.

The book opens with an introduction to Musashi as a real-life figure, not just the legend we've come to
know. Musashi was born in 1584, a time of transition in Japan that saw centuries of violence and war give
way to an era of peace. In his early years, Musashi studied kenjutsu (the technique of the sword) and trained
as a warrior. Before he turned thirty, he had fought and won sixty-six duels, proving himself a truly gifted
swordsman. When he was in his thirties, however, warriors were no longer called upon to do battle, and
many, like Musashi, turned to the inner secrets and theories of kenjutsu as a way to find a deeper meaning to
life. He became a first-class painter and wrote Zen poetry. By 1629, he had gone back to his ronin
(masterless warrior) ways, and opened a kenjutsu dojo, where he taught two-sword fighting, the technique he
perfected although didn't invent, as is widely believed. In 1643, when he was sixty years old, Musashi wrote
his classic work, The Book of Five Rings.

In the second chapter of the book, Tanaka introduces Musashi's major rivals, while the last two chapters go
into great detail about the various traditional martial arts systems including the development and
characteristics of each, as well as the techniques themselves.

The long history of Japan is also the history of the martial arts, which evolved from swordsmanship. And
since the mental, spiritual, and physical aspects are inseparable, an exploration of traditional martial arts is
also a look at the very essence of Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Bodkin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Sword
Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Andre Smith:

The actual book Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other
Samurai Masters is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Tamara Reams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters.

Mark Adair:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Sword Techniques of Musashi and the
Other Samurai Masters is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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