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An intriguing and nostalgic exploration of the relationships between children’s building sets and
developments in modern architecture

This entertaining book offers a novel view of architecture through the prism of construction toys. Ranging
over the last century to the present, Brenda and Robert Vale draw parallels between the model-building sets
of the modern period and architectural movements, social history, and national identities and myths. Some
children’s construction toys such as Lincoln Logs and Tudor Minibrix have looked to the past. Others have
looked to the future: as early as the 1920s, the American metal toy Bilt-E-Z could be used to construct a
stepped-back skyscraper like the Empire State Building.

The Vales investigate not only how models sets have reflected different building styles but also whether the
toys themselves influenced the careers of the children who grew up playing with them. They explore
connections between model-railway buildings and modernism; model sets such as Castos and reinforced
concrete housing; and even between the creative but slightly surreal Playplax and postmodern
deconstructivist architecture. 111 illustrations, 97 in color
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of
Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings ended up being making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Architecture
on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings. You never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Cynthia Richards:

Here thing why that Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of
Modern Buildings are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Architecture on the
Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of
Modern Buildings in e-book can be your choice.

Shirley Demers:

Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys
and the Genesis of Modern Buildings although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Thomas Hill:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when



they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious
Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the book Architecture on the
Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings can to be your brand-
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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