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The invention of flight craft heavier than air counts among humankind's defining achievements. In this book,
aviation engineer and historian John D. Anderson, Jr., offers a concise and engaging account of the technical
developments that anticipated the Wright brothers' successful first flight on December 17, 1903. While the
accomplishments of the Wrights have become legendary, we do well to remember that they inherited a body
of aerodynamics knowledge and flying machine technology. How much did they draw upon this legacy? Did
it prove useful or lead to dead ends?

Beginning with the earliest attempts at flight, Anderson explains how Leonardo daVinci first began to grasp
the concepts of lift and drag which would be essential to the invention of powered flight. He describes the
many failed efforts of the so-called "tower jumpers," from Benedictine monk Oliver of Malmesbury in 1022
to the eighteenth-century Marquis de Bacqueville. He tells the fascinating story of aviation pioneers such as
Sir George Cayley, who in a stroke of genius first proposed the modern design of a fixed-wing craft with a
fuselage and horizontal and vertical tail surfaces in 1799, and William Samuel Henson, a lace-making
engineer whose ambitious "aerial steam carriage" was patented in 1842 but never built. Anderson describes
the groundbreaking nineteenth-century laboratory experiments in fluid dynamics, the building of the world's
first wind tunnel in 1870, and the key contributions of various scientists and inventors in such areas as
propulsion (propellers, not flapping wings) and wing design (curved, not flat). He also explains the crucial
contributions to the science of aerodynamics by the German engineer Otto Lilienthal, later praised by the
Wrights as their "most important" predecessor.

In telling the dramatic story of the Wright brothers' many experiments at Kitty Hawk as they raced to
become the first in flight, Anderson shows how the brothers succeeded where others failed by taking the best
of early technology and building upon it using a carefully planned, step-by-step experimental approach.
(They recognized, for example, that it was necessary to become a skilled glider pilot before attempting
powered flight.) With vintage photographs and informative diagrams to enhance the text, Inventing Flight
will interest anyone who has ever wondered what lies behind the miracle of flight.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Inventing Flight: The
Wright Brothers and Their Predecessors will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

John Jonas:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Inventing Flight: The Wright
Brothers and Their Predecessors book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Thomas Ellis:

Often the book Inventing Flight: The Wright Brothers and Their Predecessors has a lot of information on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after looking over this book.

John Moreno:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Inventing Flight: The Wright Brothers
and Their Predecessors e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Inventing Flight: The Wright Brothers and Their Predecessors as good book not simply by the cover but also
by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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