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In Failure by Design, the Economic Policy Institute's Josh Bivens takes a step back from the acclaimed State
of Working America series, building on its wealth of data to relate a compelling narrative of the U.S.
economy's struggle to emerge from the Great Recession of 2008. Bivens explains the causes and impact on
working Americans of the most catastrophic economic policy failure since the 1920s.

As outlined clearly here, economic growth since the late 1970s has been slow and inequitably distributed,
largely as a result of poor policy choices. These choices only got worse in the 2000s, leading to an anemic
economic expansion. What growth we did see in the economy was fueled by staggering increases in private-
sector debt and a housing bubble that artificially inflated wealth by trillions of dollars. As had been
predicted, the bursting of the housing bubble had disastrous consequences for the broader economy, spurring
a financial crisis and a rise in joblessness that dwarfed those resulting from any recession since the Great
Depression. The fallout from the Great Recession makes it near certain that there will be yet another lost
decade of income growth for typical families, whose incomes had not been boosted by the previous decade's
sluggish and localized economic expansion.

In its broad narrative of how the economy has failed to deliver for most Americans over much of the past
three decades, Failure by Design also offers compelling graphical evidence on jobs, incomes, wages, and
other measures of economic well-being most relevant to low- and middle-income workers. Josh Bivens
tracks these trends carefully, giving a lesson in economic history that is readable yet rigorous in its analysis.
Intended as both a stand-alone volume and a companion to the new State of Working America website that
presents all of the data underlying this cogent analysis, Failure by Design will become required reading as a
road map to the economic problems that confront working Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Rogers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Failure by Design: The Story behind
America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book).

Daniel Starkey:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Failure by Design: The
Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) book since this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Florence Williams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken
Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rachel Daniels:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute
Book) provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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