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Biological immunity as we know it does not exist until the late nineteenth century. Nor does the premise that
organisms defend themselves at the cellular or molecular levels. For nearly two thousand years “immunity,”
a legal concept invented in ancient Rome, serves almost exclusively political and juridical ends. “Self-
defense” also originates in a juridico-political context; it emerges in the mid-seventeenth century, during the
English Civil War, when Thomas Hobbes defines it as the first “natural right.” In the 1880s and 1890s,
biomedicine fuses these two political precepts into one, creating a new vital function, “immunity-as-
defense.” In A Body Worth Defending, Ed Cohen reveals the unacknowledged political, economic, and
philosophical assumptions about the human body that biomedicine incorporates when it recruits immunity to
safeguard the vulnerable living organism.

Inspired by Michel Foucault’s writings about biopolitics and biopower, Cohen traces the migration of
immunity from politics and law into the domains of medicine and science. Offering a genealogy of the
concept, he illuminates a complex of thinking about modern bodies that percolates through European
political, legal, philosophical, economic, governmental, scientific, and medical discourses from the mid-
seventeenth century through the twentieth. He shows that by the late nineteenth century, “the body” literally
incarnates modern notions of personhood. In this lively cultural rumination, Cohen argues that by embracing
the idea of immunity-as-defense so exclusively, biomedicine naturalizes the individual as the privileged
focus for identifying and treating illness, thereby devaluing or obscuring approaches to healing situated
within communities or collectives.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

The event that you get from A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the
Modern Body may be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Body Worth
Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this particular A Body Worth Defending: Immunity,
Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body instantly.

Jane Turcotte:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of
the Modern Body it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book offers high quality.

Linda Williams:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Body Worth Defending:
Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Body Worth Defending:
Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common



not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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