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Edmund Burke is both the greatest and the most underrated political thinker of the past three hundred years.
A brilliant 18th-century Irish philosopher and statesman, Burke was a fierce champion of human rights and
the Anglo-American constitutional tradition, and a lifelong campaigner against arbitrary power. Revered by
great Americans including Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, Burke has been almost
forgotten in recent years. But as politician and political philosopher Jesse Norman argues in this penetrating
biography, we cannot understand modern politics without him. As Norman reveals, Burke was often ahead
of his time, anticipating the abolition of slavery and arguing for free markets, equality for Catholics in
Ireland, and responsible government in India, among many other things. He was not always popular in his
own lifetime, but his ideas about power, community, and civic virtue have endured long past his death.
Indeed, Burke engaged with many of the same issues politicians face today, including the rise of ideological
extremism, the loss of social cohesion, the dangers of the corporate state, and the effects of revolution on
societies. He offers us now a compelling critique of liberal individualism, and a vision of society based not
on a self-interested agreement among individuals, but rather on an enduring covenant between generations.
Burke won admirers in the American colonies for recognizing their fierce spirit of liberty and for speaking
out against British oppression, but his greatest triumph was seeing through the utopian aura of the French
Revolution. In repudiating that revolution, Burke laid the basis for much of the robust conservative ideology
that remains with us to this day: one that is adaptable and forward-thinking, but also mindful of the debt we
owe to past generations and our duty to preserve and uphold the institutions we have inherited. He is the first
conservative. A rich, accessible, and provocative biography, Edmund Burke describes Burke's life and
achievements alongside his momentous legacy, showing how Burke's analytical mind and deep capacity for
empathy made him such a vital thinker-both for his own age, and for ours.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
require this Edmund Burke: The First Conservative.

Virginia Swain:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Edmund Burke: The First Conservative as the daily resource information.

Barbara Kelley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Edmund Burke: The First
Conservative that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Edmund Burke: The First Conservative become your personal
starter.

Phillip Martin:

Beside this kind of Edmund Burke: The First Conservative in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Edmund Burke: The First Conservative because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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