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A token of the world’s instability and of human powerlessness, chance is inevitably a crucial literary theme.
It also presents formal problems: Must the artist struggle against chance in pursuit of a flawless work? Or
does chance have a place in the artistic process or product? This book examines the representation and
staging of chance in literature through the study of a specific case—the work of the twentieth-century French
writer Georges Perec (1936–82).

In Constraining Chance, James explores the ways in which Perec’s texts exploit the possibilities of chance,
by both tapping into its creative potential and controlling its operation. These works, she demonstrates, strive
to capture essential aspects of human life: its "considerable energy" (Perec’s phrase), its boundless
possibilities, but also the constraints and limitations that bind it. A member of the Ouvroir de littérature
potentielle (known as Oulipo), Perec adopted the group’s dictum that the literary work should be "anti-
chance"—a product of fully conscious creative processes. James shows how Perec gave this notion a twist,
using Oulipian precepts both to explore the role of chance in human existence and to redefine the
possibilities of literary form. Thus the investigation of chance links Perec’s writing methods, which harness
chance for creative purposes, to the thematic exploration of causality, chance, and fate in his writings.

Constraining Chance has received early praise from scholars in the field. Warren F. Motte calls it "an
erudite, engaging, intellectually intrepid reflection on the ways in which one of the most powerful authors of
the twentieth century grappled with the notion of chance. [James] writes with both elegance and authority,
inviting us to see Georges Perec's work through a new lens, one where chance may be viewed as a positive
potential, fully enlisted in the service of ‘intentional’ literature."
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From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Constraining Chance:
Georges Perec and the Oulipo (Avant-Garde & Modernism Studies), it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

John White:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Constraining Chance: Georges Perec and the Oulipo (Avant-Garde
& Modernism Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Scott Padilla:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Constraining Chance:
Georges Perec and the Oulipo (Avant-Garde & Modernism Studies) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Constraining Chance:
Georges Perec and the Oulipo (Avant-Garde & Modernism Studies) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Scott Schiller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Constraining Chance: Georges
Perec and the Oulipo (Avant-Garde & Modernism Studies).
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