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While faith in the Enlightenment was waning elsewhere by 1850, at the United States Military Academy at
West Point and in the minds of academy graduates serving throughout the country Enlightenment thinking
persisted, asserting that war was governable by a grand theory accessible through the study of military
science. Officers of the regular army and instructors at the military academy and their political superiors all
believed strongly in the possibility of acquiring a perfect knowledge of war through the proper curriculum.
 
A Scientific Way of War analyzes how the doctrine of military science evolved from teaching specific
Napoleonic applications to embracing subjects that were useful for war in North America. Drawing from a
wide array of materials, Ian C. Hope refutes earlier charges of a lack of professionalization in the antebellum
American army and an overreliance on the teachings of Swiss military theorist Antoine de Jomini. Instead,
Hope shows that inculcation in West Point’s American military curriculum eventually came to provide the
army with an officer corps that shared a common doctrine and common skill in military problem solving.
The proliferation of military science ensured that on the eve of the Civil War there existed a distinctly
American, and scientific, way of war.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Wrenn:

The publication with title A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum Military Science, West Point, and the
Origins of American Military Thought (Studies in War, Society, and the Military) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Betty Serrano:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum Military
Science, West Point, and the Origins of American Military Thought (Studies in War, Society, and the
Military) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Roberta Lawrence:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum
Military Science, West Point, and the Origins of American Military Thought (Studies in War, Society, and
the Military) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Julie Long:

Beside this particular A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum Military Science, West Point, and the Origins of
American Military Thought (Studies in War, Society, and the Military) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum Military Science, West Point, and the



Origins of American Military Thought (Studies in War, Society, and the Military) because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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